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OPINION
Dear Editor,
 I think that fights in this school can be stopped by neither 
teachers nor administrators, but rather, the students. Even then, having the 
treat of being kicked out of the school, suspended, and having a record 
does not scare most students. If it did, all the fights that are present would 
not be happening.  When students see fights, or others acting out, they are 
just prone to get involved – to them it is a rush; entertainment; 
excitement. Few that are around just walk away. Many students in this 
school are used to seeing or being in fights, whether it is in or outside the 
school. Most students accept fighting as a part of the school. I think that it 
comes naturally when you put different people and different cultures 
together – there are going to be disagreements. Most fights in this school 
start off as people yelling or acting out; then a fight and everyone 
crowding around it; then most times even more fights.

-Kahla Schumacher

Dear Editor,
Fighting at Wilbur Cross can’t be put to a stop, but it can be put 

to a minimum. People at this age are brought up in different ways, and 
they grow up with different ideas in their heads. People who fight 
probably grew up thinking that almost any cause is worth physically 
damaging another human being.
 For me, fighting at this school has built up to a point where I’m 
never surprised to hear about a fight; to a point where I am no longer 
intrigued by the idea of seeing one. I am indifferent.  At an assembly 
towards the beginning of this year, Mr. Conaway mentioned that anyone 
who wants to play ought to go to a playground. (But can one say that 
fighting is as innocent as children’s play?) Anyhow, fights blow to 
smithereens whatever plans teachers had for their classes. I’m sure most 
of the school staff and students don’t like to wait in the cold because of a 
fire alarm pulled for someone’s fight. Those who do like taking a few 
minutes off from class certainly don’t like to have to walk some extra 
distance to get to a designated place – and be late – because of someone’s 
fight in the hallway. 
 While we can’t wipe out all the fighters’ philosophies, we can 
temporarily distract them from the urgency to get physical. Rather than 
punishment, which has been to this day enforced in forms of suspension, 
detention and expulsion, the school can try rewarding. 

 A simple, seemingly silly way is to record all the names of the 
people involved in a set minimum number of fights and give them a 
reward for not fighting. Two months,  for example, is a good length of 
time – if some people with fighting history can go for two months without 
fighting, then a pizza party can be held. It may cost some money, but it 
costs more, if not the same, to pay for damages caused by a fight. 
 If rewarding somehow still doesn’t work, then I think 
conversation is important. Oftentimes when I have a problem, I end up 
just being way too depressed without thinking it through. I’m sure many 
of the people who fight do it because they feel the urgency to do so right 
at that moment, without thinking of what might happen. The attitudes that 
many administrators have aren’t good enough – or good at all. Their tones 
are rather threatening; I know most of the school would not take a threat 
as a good form of persuasion. Perhaps the school should even go to the 
seeming extreme, and get decent psychologists involved. 
 There may not be a way to say, “No more fights at Cross.” But 
there is a way – perhaps more than one at that – to keep it to a voluntary 
minimum. Ask these students, “What was done to you by all the people 
who have to suffer because of your impulses? If nothing,  then why are 
you doing this to them?” 

-Janet Yi

Slow Down
 

 Judgment and a sense of mortality — these aspects seem to be 
absent from the minds of young drivers. It has been known for decades 
that teenagers are more likely to be reckless drivers than adults, but how 
far has this statistic come?  Why does this dilemma affect teenagers, 
specifically?  

Teenagers years 16 to 19 are four times as likely to crash as an 
adult (IIHS 2006). In 2005, almost 400,000 motor vehicle occupants in 
this age group required treatment in an emergency department due to car 
accidents (CDC 2006). It is undeniable that the majority of these 
accidents are results of speeding or drag racing, a more prominent 
behavior found in drivers under eighteen. 

"I think teenagers have the idea that they won't die anytime soon 
because they have their whole life in front of them," a fifteen-year-old 
student rationalized. "And many teenagers believe people who always 
follow the rules aren’t cool."

But in the end, is it actually worth driving safely at all times and 
risking your reputation, rather than satisfying a dangerous pleasure,  every 
so often? 
            “I think it is,” a sophomore at Wilbur Cross High School says. “It 
takes only one time to get in an accident and be killed - one bad decision. 
Getting into a car accident is something that doesn’t discriminate against 
race or gender either; it can happen to anyone.” 
            The issue that concerns many high school students and young 
adults is the consequences that will follow due to the current recklessness. 
One possibility includes changing the laws concerning licensing, 
extending the age needed to receive a driver’s license to eighteen. 
            “I don’t believe teenagers should be allowed to drive.” one student 
said. A second added, “From a broader perspective, the decision seems 
rational if it will save 
lives. Our generation is 
slowly diminishing due to 
these recent deaths. Those 
who have died could have 
had prosperous futures, 
stolen by a mistake or 
being in the wrong place at 
the wrong time. These 
deaths don’t only affect 
the families and friends 
involved; they affect    
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everyone if you really 
contemplate it.”
The car accidents of 
2007 took the lives of 
fifteen New Haven 
teenagers. And in the 
past thirty days,  five 
teenagers have died in 
accidents around the 
New Haven area, 
directly affecting 
more than three high 
schools.
 
 Is it worth it?

 -Christine Randall

Senator Obama:
My name is Torrese Ouellette. I am a seventeen-year old resident of New 
Haven, Connecticut.  The election of November 2008 will be the first 
presidential election in which I will participate.  Admittedly, I have bee 
greatly enthused by your clarion of hope, clarity, and reconciliation. 
You’ve called for an end to political and social divisiveness and your 
assertion that all Americans need to be included into the political process; 
as a result, American may be on the brink of a social and political 
transformation comparable to none other in the history of this nation. 

You have established yourself as the candidate of integrity and change. 
Your charismatic appeal has stirred a frenzy among young and 
disillusioned citizens. You have enumerated solutions to the typical 
Democratic platforms with a refreshing sensitivity to variant groups of 
Americans. But I still have doubts about your capability to transform the 
vast national ambitions into meaningful realities. I still have doubts, as do 
many Americans,  about whether or not you are prepared to be the face, 
the voice, and the instrument of change for this nation. I share this 
apprehension with a majority of Americans. 

These apprehensions would not faze me--or most of your would-be 
supporters, for that matter--if you were running for president at a 
different, less turbulent time in our nation's history. But now, more than 
ever, this country needs a president who can bring experience as well as 
vision to the White House. 
 
Your primary opponent, Hillary Clinton, does not need to prove her 
qualifications. Her actions as an insider in Bill Clinton's presidential 
administration, not to mention her greater experience as a U.S. Senator 
already makes qualified in the eyes of the American people. It is 
imperative, therefore, that you prove your ability to run this country in its 
most desperate hour. Even in light of your historic campaign,  there the 
one terrifying fact is that you seem to ignore--or at least avoid-- this 
legitimate concern among the American people. 

With all due respect, when you enter onto the scene of a presidential 
debate among your rivals, do not enter with the humility of one who has 
great ability but knows he has much to learn; you saunter in as one who 
believes his self-confidence can subordinate the benefits of true 
experience. In terms of your ideas, you are undoubtedly on par with your 
rivals; in terms of your knowledge and experience with the political 
process, you are not their peer.  This is ostensible. Some people see this 
attitude as self-assurance, which within itself is a virtue. Others, however, 
will see this as arrogance. Arrogance in the head of state, as we have seen 
in George W. Bush,  has disastrous consequences. Bush's arrogance has 

killed almost 4 thousand American soldiers and over 600 thousand Iraqi 
civilians; Bush's arrogance has ruined America's economic stability and 
moral authority; arrogance has polarized and obliterated the American 
Dream. We cannot afford another unprepared president. Another 
administration of arrogance will destroy this nation. 

For those of us who truly desperately want to become a part of the Obama 
revolution, we are waiting for you to alleviate our fears of your perceived 
inexperience. In the wake of the Iraq War,  the entire region of the Middle 
East is in a state of turmoil. The anarchy, racial strife, and fear enflamed 
by American intervention in the region has empowered terrorist 
organizations rather than dissolving them. Whether right or wrong, 
Middle Eastern nations hold legitimate fears that their economy, their 
families, and their very way of life, is jeopardized by American 
hegemony. As a result, the amount of distrust—and even animosity—that 
the United States is facing from the international community is 
astronomical. 

Senator Obama, there is no doubt that you have the charisma, the vision, 
and the intellect to become our president. But thus far, you have failed to 
show us that you acknowledge Hillary Clinton's superior experience and 
how you mean to compensate for that disadvantage. In the New 
Hampshire Democratic debate, Hillary Clinton challenged you by saying 
that words alone cannot cause change to materialize. She was right. 
Although words can motivate and galvanize, they cannot substitute for 
the ability to translate those words into meaningful, tangible reform. 
Americans who fear you are unprepared want to see you making a visible 
effort to make up for your relative inexperience. 

Moreover, much of your support has come from the nation’s 
voraciousness for change and their malaise from the follies of yesteryear. 
Yet there was another pivotal moment in our history, six years ago, when 
America was also on the brink of change. This was September 11, 2001.  
After that tragedy, the president told us that he would unite the country 
rather than divide it.  Instead, he forged the fears of his people into a 
weapon with which to coerce people and nations to adhere to his 
ideology. You owe it to your supporters to show them that you will not 
manipulate their desire for change as they were manipulated in 2001. You 
owe it to your supporters, as well as your detractors, to rise to the 
challenge and show us you have the makings of a president. So,  the 
question is: do you have the substance to match the rhetoric? Will you be 
a president who brings meaning to the vision or one who will usher in yet 
another era of shattered dreams and broken promises?

What do you intend to do to alleviate these legitimate fears of the 
American people?

I would appreciate it, if at 
all possible, if you could 
answer this question 
personally. This is a 
question which lies heavily 
upon the minds of 
Republicans, Democrats, 
a n d I n d e p e n d e n t s 
throughout this country and 
onlookers throughout the 
world. Your answer could 
make the difference of 
whether or not I cast my 
vote for you as President of 
the United States.

Sincerely,
Torrese A. Ouellette
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NEWS

Holocaust Survivor Speaks 
To Students
 It seems that there is something intensely private about the story 
shared by a survivor of one of history’s greatest atrocities.  It seems it 
should be a story to pass on. But reluctance grips me when I attempt to 
replicate the profound, harrowingly unfaltering tone of the man who 
survived Dachau and was able to tell us of it.
 It is simply not known that Sidney Glucksman, a Holocaust 
survivor living in downtown New Haven, came to speak and be used in a 
film with Wilbur Cross students. The man began immediately,  with barely 
any introduction, with his childhood. Glucksman’s tale proceeded to 
include his permanent separation from his parents, trip to the 
concentration camps, horrible experiences in the camp Dachau, and 
liberation. 
 The second part of the visit evoked nowhere near as much 
emotion, but was memorable to Cross students – individual people were 
able to ask Mr. Glucksman questions and were filmed in the process. 
When I commented on the number of smiling faces present about twelve 
minutes after the survivor’s tale. His response was, “What can we do? 
You cannot change a person’s face. When I was at another school telling 
my story, a student walked up to me and was crying. I said, stop crying. 
Don’t cry. You have every reason to smile.” A smile is not simple to 
muster after being told about infants used for target practice, but we are 
able to summon one. Ignorance? Impartiality? It is difficult to tell.
 The inspiration and sadness in this man were interwoven to a 
point where one could not be seen without the other. “It is layers of 
survival,” says Cross student Fernando Juarez, present at the interview.
 Approximately six million Jews perished in the death-factories 
created by the German totalitarian state. Literature on both Sidney 
Glucksman and other survivors is readily available in New Haven. 
Respect for the survivor would hold one back from creating one’s own 
literature in an article, but I redirect you to the original source.  To quote 
Mr. Glucksman himself,  “Did you take anything away at all? Is there 
anything left in your head? Then go, go and tell the story.” 

-Ina Staklo

“Relatando mas acerca de esta gran persona,  oyendo su historia y cada 
capitulo de su vida, podemos notar que no era una vida facil.”

“When I read this article, I reacted in the only way that anyone would 
react when hearing about all this killing… this was not a normal act 
caused by nature; this was an act of inhumanity.” –Luis Pallo

“One of the theories is… Jews have always been lovers of materialism. 
They are mostly capitalists, selfish, individualistic; they love money so 
much. They are extremely racist and despise the poor and the humble, 
even those of their own religion. Germany, after World War I, was a 
broken country. The great capital was with the Jews, not only in Germany 
but throughout Europe. Jews were owners of banks, gave money to 
farmers with guaranteed land… Jews became owners of all European 
cities, like the game of Monopoly, but where the Jews always win. 
Despite all these theories, those against the Jews did not see the sin of 
killing.” –Luis Pallo

“Visions of those horrible moments remain inside him. A strong man who 
lived each day grateful for his survival, Sidney Glucksman came here to 
tell us of it.” –Cesia Bonilla

“No fue una reaccion que tuve - fueron miles cuando empezó a oir la 
historia de Mr. Glucksman: tristeza, odio, coraje, lastima y otras que no 
hay como explicar hacia tremenda barbaridas que hicieron los 
alemanes… Solo espero que esos soldados se hayan arependido por lo 
que hicieron y que hayan muerto en paz porque de seguro fue dificil vivir 
con una culpa tan grande como la de ellos.” – Anibal Beltrán

“Yo aprendí como se puede sobrevivir cuando uno tiene ganas de 
sobrevivir.” –Katiria Martínez

“I cannot believe this survivor’s true story.” –Alexis Heredia

“I never heard a story filled with so much death; a story in which people 
could do so much damage. Hearing all of this is like listening to a 
fictional story, but no, no, everything was real,  and everything was told 
by a person who survived this injustice; it is layers of survival.”
–Fernando Juarez

“No matter what bad things we live through, we can survive… I learned 
that he survived physically and mentally. He is a strong man, because he 
now has a tailor shop and is he is happy with his wife. I think he 
remembers the bad things, but does not let them affect his life now. I 
learned that no matter what bad things we live through, we can survive, 
be happy and feel proud that we survived these things.”
–Geovanny Rivera

The Proclamation 4  May 200

Corrections
In the December 2007 issue of The Proclamation, the article about the auto shop 
erroneously referred to the teacher as  Mr. Lombard.  The auto shop teacher in that 
story  was Mr. Marchesani.  We apologize for the error. In addition, the article on 
The Coronation Ball underreported the work that went into the event, including 
Mr. DeMayo’s wonderful constructions, Ms. C’s artistic gifts, Ms. Malicki’s 
organization and leadership,  and the efforts of many students and other faculty 
behind the scenes. We will do a better job next year. 
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Register to Vote at Cross
Have you ever had a chance to make even the tiniest speck of a 
difference?

Are you under the impression that you are voiceless in this country?

Will you be eighteen by November? 

 The valuable and 
common things in every 
young person’s life are all 
affected by the government’s 
doings. It is idiotic not to form 
an opinion when you have a 
right to voice it. By voting, 
one forces the nation to take a 
small step towards a happy 
medium.
 Voters’ registrations 
are now available to Cross 
students at any time of day: in the cafeteria during some lunch waves and 
from students Ina Staklo and Ezekiel Howard. The requirements are:  to 
be eighteen years of age by November 4th, 2008, to be a citizen of the 
United States, and to have no legal charges or warrants. 
 Additionally, students have a chance to join the Youth Voter 
Collective, pledged to support education, jobs, peace, housing, healthcare, 
democratic media,  quality entertainment, youth representation, 
environmentalism and self-determination in the upcoming election. 
Members of the YVC have a chance to participate in local political 
activity, meet representatives from various groups and recruit other 
voters.

(Voting registration and YVC registration at Cross available thanks to the 
New Haven YCL.)
new.haven.ycl@gmail.com 

-Ina Staklo

Yankee Doodle: A Restaurant 
Returned To The Community
 I have never tasted one of their hamburgers, but they must be 
delicious, because they have been rated the best in New Haven by the 
New Haven Register and the by almost everyone else who has eaten one. 
The infamous sandwich shop was forced to close down nearly three 
months ago, due to financial issues. 
 Yankee Doodle was unique in many ways. The tiny restaurant 
was wedged in between Tyco Copy Center and a large shoe store near the 
corner of Elm and York. From outside the restaurant, you could see Rick 
Beckwith, the third generation owner of the business, flipping away at the 
grill in the corner of the room. Inside, 12 stools lined the counter where 
everything from scrambled eggs and toast to hot dogs wrapped in bacon 
was served and eaten. Behind 
the counter, the waitress, 
alternatively Rick’s mother and 
sister, still used the old fashion 
cash register that had been there 
since the restaurant started more 
than 50 years ago. Coca-cola 
was mixed with the original 
syrup and seltzer and orders 
were processed by memory.

F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e 
restaurant is not gone. A huge 
financial support from the New 
Haven Community caused Rick 
to reconsider his original 
decision to close for good.  He 
has confirmed that they will be 
starting up again in a new 
location. “We are reopening for 
sure...,” said Rick in an email. 
We are all eager to see Yankee Doodle open its doors again for another 
generation. 

-Allan Visochek
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Wilbur Cross Elections Interview
Politics are nasty.  But at Wilbur Cross, two teachers ignored this 

fact and told students their views flat out during an interview.  They are 
history teachers Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Dest.

Both of them told the newspaper their opinions about the 
candidates, elections, and politics in general.  Mr. O’Connor says that he 
voted for Hillary Clinton, “because in past experience, I tended to be a 
Clinton fan. Although I don’t have anything against Obama, I think 
Hillary perhaps has the experience to lead the nation”.  

Mr. Dest, on the other hand, did not vote. Not because he was 
disinterested,  but because he is part of the Libertarian party and votes 
only for libertarian candidates.  “Libertarians”,  Mr. Dest explained, 
“believe in the principles on which this country was founded; libertarians 
believe in the founding principles of the Constitution- especially the Bill 
of Rights.  Natural rights are the beliefs in liberty and individuality.”  

Mr. O’Connor considers Democrats Hillary Clinton and Barack 
Obama both to be moderate. He mentions that Obama has been able to 
excite young voters, and Hillary has the bold claim of pulling the troops 
out of Iraq in 60 days after the elections. On many grounds, however, 
these two candidates have a great deal in common. Unlike Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Dest goes farther to say that Democrats are similar to Republicans in 
many ways.

On Super Tuesday (March 4, 2008), voters that came to Cross 
were exit-polled. Our results showed that Barack Obama was victorious 
in this ward, winning 72% of the vote to Hillary Clinton’s 28%. When 
asked why Obama has so many supporters, Mr. Dest responded, “He’s 
running a great campaign; he’s not upsetting anybody because he’s not 
saying anything.” Similarly, he thinks that Hillary is saying and 
promising “stupid things”, like pulling troops out of Iraq in a matter of 60 
days.

As we all know, there are many very different political 
inclinations in America, the bluntest division being “conservative” and 
“liberal”. “Conservatives want to control your bedroom, but not your 
business.  Liberals want you to be free in your bedroom, but want to 
control your business and taxes a bit more,” Mr. Dest explained his 
definition of the two political positions.  Mr. O’Connor added, “To be 
liberal-minded - generally- is to be open to change, and the conservatives 
tend to be cautious.”

When trying to understand how people voted, it’s important to 
understand that it’s all about perception. “American public isn’t as 
educated as we think they are.  New Haven likes to perceive itself as 
liberal – Yale University and all that stuff.  Perhaps people think that it’s 
exciting to have a black president,” says Mr. O’Connor. “A lot of other 
people just simply don’t like the idea that it’s going to be Bush, Clinton, 
Bush, and Clinton again.” 

Mr. Dest says that when voting, some people think about 
whether they want to make governments bigger or smaller. Most 
candidates today want to make it bigger. Dest doesn’t want to vote for any 
of the candidates because he believes that the government’s expansion 
would take away freedom. “The overwhelming issue at hand now is 
economy. We’re already at recession - we’re nine trillion dollars in debt 
right now. Cut spending and cut tax permanently, and none of the major 
candidates are saying that.  They’re not saying that because they don’t 
support it.  Barack and Hillary will never say that,” says Mr. Dest.

Despite of all the complications and opinions, both teachers 
believe that if you’re of age, then you should vote. You legitimize the 
system by taking part in it when you vote.  You are saying that you are 
willing to partake in whatever system you voted for. That, however, can 
be the danger of voting.  

There is a phrase: “politics make strange bedfellows”. It means 
that in politics, people who you normally wouldn’t expect to agree with 
each other usually somehow end up on the same page, just like when you 
see two unexpected people end up in the same bed. 

 
-India Moye and Janet Yi

Caulk-whom?
 What the heck is a caucus, and why did Iowa and New 
Hampshire matter?  Well, it's an event (less formal than an actual 
election), where the Democrats and the Republicans participate with their 
own party members, exclusively to decide their presidential preferences 
for the upcoming election. The Democratic Party was the first party in 
Iowa to initiate the caucus procedure. The Republican Party followed 
with a straw poll. Step 1 for both: Party members met in one of the 1,784 
precincts in Iowa, which are designated schools, public buildings, and 
private homes to elect caucus delegates. To determine meeting locations, 
individuals may contact their county party chair or state party 
headquarters. All in all, the caucus is where the parties come together and 
have the opportunity to review candidates, if there be need. Or, if used 
correctly, it can be used as a political strategy to draw voters away from 
candidates in the same party.
 I interviewed two of Cross’  favorite people, Big Trev and Mr. 
Meadows. Trev likes Obama and thinks that “he will make a fine 
president.” He also feels that he is the best Democrat. Mr. Meadows, on 
the other hand, says that "it’s just one caucus”; Iowa at that, which in 
reality is not a big deal.” “Lots of people won Iowa and lost," he says. “If 
Obama was to win New Hampshire, then we can talk business.”
 In the New Hampshire primary, Mrs.  Clinton prevailed. She got 
40% of her vote from the women. 
 
-Aaron Griffin

Super Tuesday Exit Poll Results 
 On Super Tuesday, Mr. Brochin’s civics and journalism students 
conducted exit polls at the Wilbur Cross Polliing station. They asked 
voters who  they voted for, and other questions. The exit polls came very 
close to the actual voting. 
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Clinton

Gender: 
Female – 78%
Male – 22% 

Age: 
18-29 – 27%
30-39 – 14%
40-49 – 30%
50-64 – 17%
65+ -- 12% 

Issues:
Healthcare – 26%
Iraq – 20%
Environment – 15%
Education – 15%
Economy – 9%
Terrorism – 5%
Immigration – 4%
Abortion – 1%
Other – 5%

Overall Exit Poll Result 

28%

Obama

Gender: 
Female – 58%
Male – 42% 

Age:
18-29 – 17 %
30-39 – 28%
40-49 – 16%
50-64 – 27%
65+ -- 12%

Issues:
Health – 13%
Iraq – 20%
Environment – 9%
Education – 8%
Economy – 24%
Terrorism – 8%
Immigration – 8%
Abortion – 8%
Other – 2%

Overall Exit Poll Result

72%



FEATURES

Wilbur Cross – The Guy
Ever wonder why our school logo is a top hat and cane? Or ever 

wonder who the weird guy is on the portrait in the library?  Don’t worry- 
you’re not the only one.  After 
asking ten people if they knew 
who he was, it was found that 
only two people have the slightest 
idea that he might have been real. 
That man is none other than 
Wilbur Lucius Cross, the man 
after whom our school is named.
 Born on April 10, 1862,  
in Mansfield, CT, Cross had no 
idea what a life he would have.  
After graduating from a high 
school in Willimantic, he went on 
to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
1885 and a doctoral degree in 
English Literature in 1889.  After 
accepting an invitation to join Yale’s faculty in 1916, Cross became the 
first dean of the Yale Graduate School. 

In 1930, Cross decided to leave Yale and move on to politics.  In 
fact, just a year later,  he became the governor of Connecticut and served 
four two-year terms until he fell short for the re-election in 1939.  During 
his years as governor, Cross contributed to the struggle for the abolition 
of child labor, among other things.

After his death in 1948 at the age of 86, Wilbur Cross High 
School and the Wilbur Cross Parkway were erected in his memory.  
Seems he’s a guy worth knowing and remembering.
-Keeley Colville

 Leaded
 A pencil is the biggest 
weapon in any school; at least, 
when used properly.  Many people 
would much prefer a specific kind 
of pencil though – a mechanical 
one. Don’t be deceived by its 
name. It actually doesn’t power 
with some unknown energy and 
write out the answers for you.  It 
does, however, make life easier by 
writing in a consistent thickness 
throughout; it also relieves you of 
the bothersome need to irk others 
with the noise of a sharpener.
 The mechanical pencil was 
invented in Britain in 1822 by 
Sampson Mordan and Gabriel 
Riddle.  It started with its lead 
being a quite different substance 
from today’s. It has since then 
developed into its current state- 
the ratchet-type used nowadays. 
There is a button on the ratchet-
type pencils that pushes lead out 

a little at a time to write. Another type is the twist-based pencil, where 
one releases lead by twisting the cap. 
 “Give me some lead,” you may say when you’re out of it.  
What you’re really asking for is not lead (if you actually do receive lead 
and keep close contact with it, you would be in serious health risks), but 
graphite. Nonetheless, it’s probably better if you don’t poke it into the 
eye or mouth. 
 If your mechanical pencil already has a full piece of lead in it, 
then don’t worry about sharpening 5 pencils the night before a test! If 
you don’t have a mechanical pencil, think about getting one- it sure 
saves a lot of time and preserves patience. As was mentioned before, and 
the author cannot emphasize this enough: You would no longer need to 
ask, “WHERE IS THAT SHARPENER?”

-Janet Yi

Spanglish

     Spanglish is spoken in almost all Hispanic communities in U.S. It’s a 
mix of English words that are said in Spanish sentences. The first time 
you get to hear it, you might think that it sounds a little odd. Usually, it is 
the way that the speakers change from English to Spanish and back again. 
Sometimes people use Spanglish because it’s easier to describe something 
in the other language or because they don't know the correct translation of 
a word in particular. Many use it just for fun.

Here are some Spanglish sentences used among Wilbur Cross students:

• She said que yo no les caigo bien but I don't care because I don’t like 
her tampoco.

• Tengo que ir a la casa, take a shower, y get ready para salir a las movies.
• Yo! Yo fui a la casa de mi prima ayer, we had so much fun y quiero ir 
tomorrow again!
• Esa clase de math is so boring que cada vez que entro I start to feel 
sleepy.
• I was like eighter te callas la boca o te la cayo yo I wasn’t going to take 
her attitude.
• Can you wait for me here? 
Y aguantame mi libro,  I just 
have to go to baño for a 
minute.
• La viste? I love her shirt! 
Es verde which is my 
favorite color.
• Tengo hambre I can’t wait 
for lunch, me quiero comer 
una pizza grande.
• Ay Dios mio! God help 
me. Dame paciencia 
because I'm about to just 
blow up!
• Gracias a Dios que esta 
warm in here because afuera 
esta freezing.

I am not going to bother 
with translating this – my 
suggestion would be to 
l e a r n S p a n g l i s h b y 
immers ion , o r l ook 
ridiculous by asking 
someone in the hallway to 
explain the phrases above.
 

-Karla Morazan
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TWINS: 
           There are quite a few 
sets of twins at Wilbur Cross. 
You’ve probably seen or 
heard of the first pair. Their 
names are Alvaro and 
Gonzalo Zuniga. They’re 
seniors who claim to have a 
few things in common, 
especially their interests in 
art.  Alvaro is the younger 
twin, born a minute after 
Gonzalo. However, the twins 

are the youngest of their siblings – which include two older sisters and 
another brother.
 Most twins get mixed up by friends, teachers, and even families. 
These two are no different.  Sometimes their parents call them by the 
wrong name; when this gets annoying,  they turn them into “Gonzalvaro”. 
Perhaps some of you were more able to tell the difference between these 
twins last year, when one of them had dreadlocks. 
          Despite their shared interest in art, they also have many other 
different interests. Alvaro prefers rap music and is more interested in 
sports, whereas Gonzalo listens to a wider range of genres of music and is 
a little less athletically inclined. 
         Regardless of having a crush on the same girl in elementary school, 
they feel happy to have each other: they like being a twin. “If I had a 
choice to have no twin, I’d choose to have one,” they both say. 
      Another set of Cross twins are Kim and Christine Randall. These 
sophomores are fraternal twins, 
who, like the Zunigas, also enjoy 
art.  However, one is more into 
visual arts and the other is more 
into writing. 
 Christine is a big fan of 
visual arts,  such as painting, 
sketching, and anime. In her spare 
time, she also enjoys reading and 
knitting. Although Chrissy likes 
writing as well, Kim does writing 
more and does a lot of practice 
with short stories. She also spends a 
lot of her time reading a variety of books. When told about the Zuniga 
twins’  name mix-up, Kim said that she could relate in that she sometimes 
gets called by her sister’s name,  and vice versa.  Family members often 
call her “Chriskim” and Chrissy, “Kimchris.”
           No matter how many times they have to correct people, these girls 
enjoy being twins and would choose being one if they had the choice. 
Says Chrissy: “People often ask me what it's like being a twin, but it's 
hard to say what it's like not being a twin, because it's all I ever knew. 
From what I have seen, though, I'm grateful to always have someone to 
talk and help me as a peer. I know that is not the same in most families.”
 The last set of twins we interviewed are Samantha and Tatiana 
Velazquez.  Most people can't tell Sama and Tati apart.  Sometimes, they 

can't either.  They finish each 
other's sentences.  As children, they 
shared a room.  They now have 
separate rooms, but keep the doors 
open so they can see each other.

-Janet Yi and Jiayi Ying

Drop Out or Stay in,
     That is the Question. 
   
   As many know from the news, a newspaper, or even the morning 
announcements, a Connecticut ranking (CT Report Cards) ranked Wilbur 
Cross as a dropout factory,  along with other schools. As for middle and 
elementary schools, New Haven did well – for instance, Lincoln Bassett 
School ranked second as most improved school in Connecticut. 

Why are we labeled a “dropout factory”? 
   In case it is not obvious, it is not implied that all of the students 
in the school will eventually drop out - it is stating that there is a large 
percentage that will. In New Haven, the school with the highest dropout 
percentage is Common Ground (astonishing, right?) - only 40% of their 
incoming freshmen are going to walk across and receive their diploma. 
As for Hillhouse High School, 46% of their incoming freshmen are going 
to graduate. Wilbur Cross High School will supposedly have only 50% of 
its incoming freshmen graduate. But do not get down and gloomy - about 
1,700 other schools around the nation will probably have a loss of their 
freshman before they graduate. But these estimations do not take into 
consideration the students that transfer or relocate. However, it still does 
not take away the fact that we are one of the lowest. 

School or Home
   For the city of New Haven, the phrase “No Child Left Behind” 
doesn’t really seem promising. Many are quick to blame the teachers and 
faculty, but are the parents not also responsible? Many agree that lack of 
home training could be the problem. As stated in the New Haven 
Register, “Other initiatives include strong mentoring programs, after-
school community programs, and alternative schools that focus on special 
topics or practical skills that interest students and make them want to stay 
enrolled.” So, is it the administration’s fault? A child can be brought up 
the right way, taught well with good home training, but still be a dropout. 
Sooner than a child knows, they are making their decisions. In 
Connecticut, students can drop out of school by the age of 16 with 
parents’ consent, and drop out at the age of 18 on their own.
 
We’re not the only city…
   Even though New Haven has ranked one of the lowest for 
improvement we are still do not have the lowest percentage. Many may 
wonder, how low are we? Well…

 Highest 10   Lowest 10
Percent Rank Town     Percent Rank Town                  
83% 1 Weston  28% 110 East Hartford
81% 2 Wilton  26% 111 Plainfield
81% 3 Avon  24% 112 Windham
80% 4 Westport  18% 113 New Britain
79% 5 New Canaan 18% 114 Waterbury
79% 6 Ridgefield 17% 115 New Haven
78% 7 Regional Dist 09 17% 116 Bloomfield
78% 8 Madison  14% 117 Hartford
77% 9 New Fairfield 14% 118 Bridgeport
76% 10 Glastonbury 13% 119 New London
   
-Kahla Schumacher
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Not only are they beautiful,

they’re also double.
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The Wilbur Cross 
Environmental 
Awareness Club

From left to right:

Molly Herold
Janet Yi
Edgar Pliaskis
Kimberly Randall
Jiayi Ying
Christine Randall
Harrison Strom

A broken TV set, 2006 CAPT packets, chicken bones, a mattress,  broken chairs, prescription medication, 
a can of petroleum, cleaning solution, bags of clothing, car parts, baby formula, a broken mirror, and a 
gas tank, are just some things you might find at a typical dump and not in the backyard of a public 
school. However this is exactly what the Environmental Awareness Club found outside of Wilbur Cross, 
just behind the cafeteria where the land meets the Mill River and East Rock State Park. 

Armed with trash bags and gloves, our plan was simple: help clean up the school grounds. But after an 
hour and a half of dirty work under wet conditions,  our team of eight realized that the project we’d 
undertaken was too big for us to tackle alone. It became our top priority to inform the Wilbur Cross 
community of the state of our school’s land. At this time the Environmental Awareness Club would like 
to open the floor for suggestions from students,  teachers and administrators on how to solve this 
problem as an academic community striving for environmental stewardship.

To contact the EAC, email crossawareness@yahoo.com or speak with Molly Herold or Janet Yi

Teenage Wasteland?
by Molly Herold

mailto:crossawareness@yahoo.com
mailto:crossawareness@yahoo.com


ARTS

THIS IS WAR
 On December 7th, 2007, I went on a trip to New York to visit the 
International Center of Photography. During my tour of this magnificent 
building, I saw many photos by Robert Capa, a legendary war 
photographer. Alongside him was his partner and girlfriend, Gerda Taro, a 
pioneering photojournalist.  Capa’s photos ranged from the Spanish Civil 
War, the Sino-Japanese Conflict to World War II.  Their work was 
exhibited in the exhibition titled "This is War". If one had to describe the 
photos in one word, it seems the word "horrifying" would have to be the 
most apt. Even though they were just pictures, I could feel the pain, and 
hear the screams of the people. What made the feeling even worse was 
the fact that these pictures were real.
          The most famous photo that 
Capa took, "The Falling Soldier", 
was also on display. It was a picture 
of a soldier falling slowly, 
dramatically backwards after being 
shot. The unique factor of Capa’s 
photography is that all his work was 
done from a short range: Capa was 
willing to put his life on the line for 
his career. Even his photo of US 
troops landing on Omaha Beach on 
D-Day was taken in the water with 
the soldiers. Taro was also a risk-taker like Capa; she was the first woman 
known to have photographed in the heart of the battle and to have died in 
action. The collection did not permit one the usual spectator's tired feet; 
all fatigue was forgotten in the vivid visuals of violence.
 
-Elijah Williams

12 Angry Men
 12 Angry Men is a 
gripping film by Sidney Lumet 
in which the American method 
of trial-by-jury is exposed, and 
ultimately frowned upon. the 
film wedges us directly between 
12 jurors (coincidentally all 
white-males) whom are all there 
for the same reason; to fulfill l 
their civic obligation.  the 
matter at hand for these jurors is 
to determine whether or not a 
young, uneducated Puerto-
Rican  teenager is guilty of 
killing his father with a 
switchblade knife. Given the 
stated facts, and the defendants 
existing criminal record,  It 
seemed to these jurors as if the 
case was over before it began, 
but despite these facts, the 
juror's own prejudices play an 
overwhelming role in their decision making. This film is not only a play 
on the porous American court system, but also a commentary on the issue 
of race that was prevalent in the 1950's. Henry Fonda plays an average, 
middle-aged man who was selected to be a part of this jury. After 11 of 
the 12 votes are instantly casts as guilty, the 12th vote of Mr. Davis 
(Fonda) reads innocent,  thus transforming a seemingly finished case into 
an all-out battle of personal prejudices. Throughout the course of this 
slow, dragged out marathon of back and forth jarring,  these men are 
pitted against each other, dividing them in much deeper matters than 
politics.   While the setting of this film (a small office room) is quite 
bland, the sharp dialogue, drawn out camera shots, and the raw tension of 
these characters turns it into something much greater.  You really get a 
sense of the cramped nature of this room, and the feelings that these 12 
completely different men are having.  
 As the story unfolds, Mr Davis reexamines the facts before them 
(including eyewitness-testimony) and slowly, but surely convinces these 
men that the case is not in fact, so clear-cut.  He brings up the fact that the 
young boy's attorney is a public defender, whom in his own words 
"resented being appointed", stating that it was a case with "no money", 
"no glory", and not even much of a chance of winning.  Mr Davis also 
states how this attorney did not properly cross-examine witnesses. As 
more and more of the facts of refuted, and the case begins to sway in a 
new direction, the film takes this young boy off the hook, while the 12 
jurors are the ones essentially being put on trial. this film is interesting, in 
the way that it displays these jurors. It never formerly introduces them by 
name, but rather, we only know them by number.  this is perhaps a 
commentary on the fact that all of their personal prejudices blind them 
from having any real depth or human qualities.  When the judge briefs the 
jury on the grave importance of their decision in the beginning,  he states, 
"If there's a reasonable doubt in your minds as to the guilt of the accused, 
a reasonable doubt, then you must bring me a verdict of not guilty. If 
however, there is no reasonable doubt, then you must in good conscience 
find the accused guilty. However you decide, your verdict must be 
unanimous. In the event that you find the accused guilty,  the bench will 
not entertain a recommendation for mercy. The death sentence is 
mandatory in this case. You are faced with a grave responsibility. Thank 
you, gentlemen".  Without the intervention of Mr. Davis, (or shall I say 
jury #8), who knows where the fate of this young man may have laid.

-Bryan McGarthy
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       La Luna
La luna que te ilumina me

Confeso un secreto me

Conto que me querías y

Me dijo que te amara

Esa luna que te acoge que

Reaviva tu belleza, que cuida

Tu ternura la luna me hizo

Prometer que te hiciera feliz

Y que cada noche te 
contemplara

Bajo su luz.

por Robert Rodríguez 

ADVICE
HOW STUPID ARE YOU 

IN GEOGRAPHY?
Geography is the study of land, bodies of water, the height of mountains, 
continents, countries as well as the people.  Nearly any educated person 
can, from the top of the head, tell you where countries like France, Italy, 
Germany,  Paris, and England are. Oh yeah,  if you haven’t already 
noticed-Paris is not a country. It’s a city. Congratulations to the folks who 
passed the first test!! For those who did not, it is understandable that 
some of you may not know the significance of the aforementioned names, 
so don’t worry.  This test was created in order to quiz your geography 
knowledge of the United States only. Here,  you should not have 
problems, as it is also a multiple choice quiz.

1. How many states are in the United States?
a) 13         b) 24         c) 52               d)50

2.  What is the current population range of United States?
a) 60-150 thousand b) there are more people out there?          

c) 150-350 million d) more than a billion 

3. Which of the following is known as “The Empire State” ?
a) Massachusetts    b) Rome    c) Los Angeles    d) New York 

4. Atlanta is a:
a) city       b) state   c) lost city    d) planet

5. "Qui Transtulit Sustinet" is a (an) ________ Connecticut.
a) Ancient name for b) famous book written in

c) motto of  d) secret society of

6. The United States is bordered in the north by:
a) Tanzania b) Puerto Rico c) Venezuela d) Canada       

7. Superior, Huron, Michigan, Erie and Ontario are also known as:
a) Largest rivers in the world   b) Coastline of United States
c) Great Lakes   d) nice names you can give  your 
    children 

8. Which river you will able to find on a United States map?
a) Tigris  b) Mississippi c) Nile  d) Coco 

9. Which of the following appears to be the capital of New York 
State?
a) Albany b) Jackson c) Lincoln d) Richmond

10. Which of the following is NOT a region of United States?
a) Atlantic Plain   b) Interior Highlands

c) Intermontane Plateaus  d) Caribbean Highlands

     If you were unable to pass the test successfully, we encourage you to 
start at least getting familiar with the maps.  Study says that students in 
United States are “Geographically Illiterate.” The rank is now in your 
hands. It is up to you if the students will have to carry the name on!

-Edgaras Pliaskis

Dear Ms. Insight,
I have liked this boy for at least four years now and I’m 

wondering if he ever liked me. We’re best friends but he and I flirt, kiss, 
and touch frequently but every time I ask him will  we ever make our 
relationship official he hesitates to answer. What should I do since he is 
still my best friend? Do you think he likes me?

Sincerely,
Love Life

Dear Love Life,
 It is apparent to me that you and your best friend are in different 
zones. You want a relationship and he just wants a “friend with benefits.” 
Maybe you should ask yourself if you are satisfied with the way things 
are between you and him. If you can’t handle being romantic with him 
without being exclusive, it is probably better that the two of you stop 
flirting. You’re only setting yourself up to fail if you continue to deceive 
yourself.
 I don’t think you need to wonder if he likes you, since you and 
he are so flirtatious with each other.  He is attracted to you, but scared of 
commitment.  To me he comes off as the “player type.” He doesn’t want to 
be tied down to one girl.  He has all the freedom he could want but it isn’t 
fair to you.
 I would suggest that you find another boy who is willing to be 
dedicated to you only. You and your best friend should continue to be just 
that: best friends. It is probably better that you and him don’t become 
romantically involved anyway. If the relationship ended sourly, you might 
lose your best friend altogether. At least this way you will know that your 
friendship will be safe.
    Sincerely,
    Ms. Insight

If you have a problem that you would like Ms. Insight to help you with, 
please email her at msinsight@yahoo.com.
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ANSWERS:
1. D2. C3. D4. A5. C
6. D7. C8. B9. A10. D



Horoscopes

Aries (March 21-April 19)

It’s time to break out of the box and stop doing the norm. You’re stuck in 
autopilot.  Every day it’s the same thing: same hair (which I suppose can’t 
be helped if you’re a guy), same type of clothes, same expressions,  and 
same people. Normality is good but you can’t do it forever. Change things 
up a bit and maybe you’ll find that you actually like it.  

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You need to start doing something more productive with your time.  Life 
is not all about coming home and playing video games or just horsing 
around. There are more important things in this life. Sure you need time 
to do fun things with friends and whatnot, but it shouldn’t be a part of 
your everyday tasks. Get your priorities straight, kid.

Gemini (May 21-June 21)

Something fantastic is coming your way. Don’t get too excited because 
you don’t know what exactly it can be, but know that it should be 
fantastic! Now, if you keep at this rate you’re bound to receive even 
better things but if you act like a conceited jerk, then expect the worse. 
Nobody likes a mean person. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22)

Your imagination has been running wildly lately, but that’s okay. Tune it 
down a bit because I’m not sure that everyone around you is up to your 
pace. Your dreams are extraordinary and they offer you a chance to enter 
a realm in which you can’t encounter anywhere else. Don’t go all out, 
though, because people might just start to think you’re weird. Sorry.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

It’s time to start helping your family and friends because they need it the 
most now. You may not notice it because you’ve been admiring those 
material possessions too much, but the fact is, they need you. You’re a 
very likable person, and your presence in your family and circle of friends 
has been long awaited. Pick up the phone.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Be careful as to what you say to people. Some people are sensitive and 
can’t really handle the stress of what is going on. It’s understandable that 
you should tell me how it is and they should accept it, but choose your 
words carefully because you never know what can happen. You don’t 
want to lose a friendship because of something stupid like cheese.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Life may not be going the way you wanted it to right now, but hold tight 
and I assure you that things will get better. Roads are rocky and the streets 
are unpaved. You didn’t expect this to be easy, did you? Haha. School 
isn’t easy, but it’s definitely worth it. Don’t give up. 
 

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)

You’re job isn’t to make everyone around you happy. You need to think 
about yourself this time. It’s always nice to be a caring person, but not 
when it interferes with your own life. The people that really care about 
you will always be there for you (and if they’re not, then screw them). So 
take some time to go out and pamper yourself. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You may need some help deciphering this transformation process that is 
going on now. You may not even know that it’s happening to you right 
now. Transitions can be hard, but accept them for what they are: life’s 
little way of saying “it’s time to change.” Don’t be scared, these things 
happen to the best of us.  Find a good friend and hang out for some time. 
Maybe they can help. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Don’t keep spending all your money. Sure, it may be springtime and you 
may need to buy presents for yourself and people, but you shouldn’t go 
wasting every penny you have on nonsense. What happens if you get 
locked up one night and need bail money and you can’t call your parents? 
Huh? Yea, you’ll be wishing that money you spent on your new XBOX 
360 was there for bail. Yup. 

Aquarius (January 20-February 18)

Lately, you’ve been getting sidetracked way too much. Sure, 
procrastination is fun now, but in the end, you will have wished that you 
started sooner on a project or didn’t wait so long to get everything done. 
Take a day or two and do everything that you need to get done. You really 
don’t want to see a bad grade on your report card and I’m sure that your 
parents won’t like that too much. Get to it!

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Maybe you should stop listening to what people are saying and just do 
your own thing. I mean, people aren’t always right and they don’t know 
what is best for you.  Only you know what’s best for you. Sure, there’s the 
possibility that they’ll get mad, but who cares? There are other things that 
you need to worry about. Just go with it. You never know what can 
happen.
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Hair Styles
 Did you ever think that zigzag parts or having your mane in 
your head would be the SHYT??? Well, some boys might take offense 
and think that it’s feminine!!! You just might catch a smooth brotha 
rocking the “Pretty Boi Waves”, so deep that you might get lost in 
them. Or just keep it clean and cut with a ceasar or a blow- out. 
Fashion is a big thing so if you feel like busting the part, make sure 
you do it right and it’s not too big; because it looks ridiculous when it 
looks like you have a bald spot! Now a day’s keeping up with your 
hair is just as important as keeping up with your gear. Now there are 
many different types of hairstyles that you could rock, but here’s a tip. 
If you have braids; STOP! Letting them get to the point where you 
have “B-d-Beads” in the back of your head,  or they start lifting up 
from your scalp. If you have dreads, whether they are fake or not, 
make sure that they don’t look as if you could find lint balls in them. 
“Get them TWISTED”!!
 Keeping it simple with a Doobie or pony- tail, is okay as long 
as you keep it FRESH!! Keeping it tight, with braids or up-doo is cool 
too!!! Now, come on, STOP!!! Wearing poufy wraps and chicken-head 
pony tails it’s just not cute!!!   But, I have to add my 2 cents!!! All you 
need is a perm, hot comb, or a flat iron. Believe me they work magic!! 
If you know that your pony tail can’t reach the back of your head then 
make sure that when it’s to the side it also reaches or is at least neat, or 
just add tracks! If you have curls, don’t be afraid to add oil sheen to 
shine them up so people won’t have to call you “DRY- CURL”!!! And 
ladies make sure that your tracks are tight so that you don’t look like a 
hyena, because people with be laughing at you!!! BELIEVE DAT!!!  

-Jasmine Suggs
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Three Fresh R&B 
Albums
Artist:  Day 26
Album: Day 26
14 songs
(Bad Boy records)

This is one if the best 
R&B and soul albums 
of the year. It is 
commercialized by one 
of the most known 
composers in the music 
industry, Sean “P. 
Diddy” Combs, and by 
the show “Making The 
Band” and includes 
many other shows and 
radio shows. There has 
been a wait on their 
album. Many people have been watching them from the show P. Diddy 
made famous; but at last, Day 26 came out with their first album, self-
titled Day 26. The Group is made up of 5 young men: Brian Andrews, 
Qwanell Mosley, Mike McCluney, Robert Curry, and Willie Taylor, who 
have been compared to Boyz II Men, 112, and Jagged Edge. This album 
is not only be enjoyed by women – men will find on it a few songs that 
appeal to their tastes as 
well.

Artist: The Dream
Album:  Love Hate
12 songs
(Def Jam records)                                                     

The Dream’s 
“Love Hate” album was 
interesting. Made up of 
“el” and “ella”s, the 
album was very 
hypnotizing, but catchy. 
The fact that it came 
out after “Shawty is a 
Ten” and “Falsetto”, it kept many waiting to see if it could back up the 
single’s success. Sounding like Prince, very much an old-school artist, the 
beats are very well put together. Even though it wasn’t necessary, a few 
appearances by Just Fabulous and Rihanna gave the compilation a new 
fullness. The Dream, being a well-known producer and writer, was able to 
pull off another quality album. I think this is for the people that enjoy new 
R&B mixed with old-school, geared more towards ladies and couples. 

Artist:Danity Kane
Album: Welcome to the Dollhouse
16 songs
(Bad Boy records)                

                Coming from the show “Making the Band”, this was the only 
band that was able to stay together under Sean “P. Diddy” Comb’s 
guidance.  With doubts that they would not be able to make another CD, 
they have released their sophomore album. With appearances from P. 
Diddy, Missy and Rick Ross, as well as top notch producers Brain 

Michael Cox, Trackmasters and others, this album has truly come 
together. Filled with seductive heavy breathing and soul-stress feelings, is 
sure to be a hit for the ladies, but still could be better. It is not so much in 
the R&B category, feeling as though it came from a pop group. But 
backed with 
love, 
heartbreak, 
some up tempo 
club hitters, and 
catchy songs, it 
has much 
potential. It 
could be given 
the same status 
as their first 
album; so if 
you like the 
first one you 
will like this 
one.

-Kahla 
Schumacher

2008 Wilbur Cross
27th Annual C.O.L.T. Poetry Recitation Contest

First Place:   (gold medal)

1.   Zi Guan in ESOL -Intermediate
2.   Xing Xin Liu– in ESOL –Advanced
3.   Angel Medina– in ESOL – High 

 Beginner
4.    Iryna Mohylnytska – in Russian 5
5.    Karla Morazan in Greek I
6.    Kristina Staklo in the Russian Native 
Category
7.    Kristina Staklo in Spanish 5
8.    Lea Winter in French II

Second Place:  (silver medal)

1.  James Doss Golin in French 3
2.   Jacob Gorski  in the German Native 
category
3.   Zi Guan in the Chinese  Native Category
4.   Edgar Pliaskis in Modern Greek II
5.   Edgar Pliaskis in the Russian Native 
Category 
6.   Isander Sanchez Vazquez in the Spanish 
Native Category
7.  Janet Yi in Modern Greek I
8.  Jiayi Ying in Chinese 4

Third Place:   (bronze medal)

1.  Theo Papageorge in Modern Greek IV
2.   Edgar Pliaskis in Italian II
3. Betsabeth Treyes in the Spanish Native 

 Category
4.  David Zhang in the Chinese Native 

 Category 
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OPINION, FEATURES (CONTINUED)

Amer-I-Can!	
“Most students are comfortable with being mediocre in life. But in the 
real world, just enough is never enough; so we build them up and get their 
confidence higher.”  Who would have ever thought that one day- today- 
these words actually inspire the young people of the world? Legendary 
football player Jim Brown has sponsored a program called “Amer I Can”. 
It is a program that prohibits the youth from ruining their lives, and 
teaches them to speak up about disasters that hinder them from becoming 
something in the near future.  This program is a national program that 
encourages. Wilbur Cross is one of the five schools that were selected to 

be a part of this 
program in 
Connecticut.      
I sat down 
and got a 
c h a n c e t o 
m e e t w i t h 
children who 
are part of the 
class held in 
Wilbur Cross.  
I listened to 
what they had 
to say and 
reflected back 
to the things 
that I had 

done as a young teen, thinking, “if only I had this program when I was in 
ninth grade!” At the same time I realized that we all make mistakes as a 
part of growing up.  These young ladies and gentlemen had so much to 
say at the time - who would have even thought that their heads were in 
this mind frame?
 “Life is an image; it ain’t about the clothes; it ain’t about the 
things that you see on TV. It’s a bout living life to the fullest and reaching 
goals in life- and if you don’t, then you are a bomb!” said senior Hose 
Ramos. You see- he lost his father a few years ago, but he hasn’t lost his 
focus. You would have never thought that he’d even witnessed a tragedy 
like that because he is always smiling.  He might have, and may still feel 
hurt, but he also realizes that he has to keep his head up.
 Another young man that I spoke to was Ivan Green, a 10th 
grader.  He spoke about his hard times and thoughts about basically 
dropping out of high school.  He then spoke of having a change of heart- 
proving that even though he never met his pops,  he can still be something 
in life. Kristian Dent went through a different type of issue: she got 
pregnant during her freshman year and had to fight hard in order to 
succeed for her and her baby girl.  She spoke up for her and all the 
teenage moms.
 “The mother of the group sealed and made sure that she made a 
point,  and everyone understood where she came from.  She spoke about 
peer pressure, life in the streets, and drugs.  She even had words for me, 
and they were very inspiring.   ‘Karma is a bee; she will bite you in the 
butt’.  Thanks, girl, you are my inspiration.”

-Phyllis Fisher

Dear Editor: 
The leaders of the New Haven Public School system pride 

themselves on choice.  Yet we as students have little choice in how we 
spend our time. Yes, at the high school level we choose our classes, but 
because of overcrowding sometimes we don’t even get to do that. Despite 
this supposed choice of where we are educated, we have little choice in 
anything else. Our freedoms of movement, speech, and expression are 
severely curtailed as soon as we walk through that metal detector every 
morning. 
 After this demoralizing hassle, we have to run through throngs of 
students to get to class.  Administrators yell aimlessly. Apparently yelling 
is the way things get done at Wilbur Cross High School. Instead of this 
disrespectful approach that encourages students to reciprocate, the 
administration should find out why students don’t go to class. I can’t 
speak for everyone, but usually there are three scenarios in which I would 
skip a class:
 1. There is a substitute—nothing ever gets done. It is much 
easier to work elsewhere than in a room where there is no control.
 2. We aren’t learning anything—this one is self-explanatory. 
Also, I can read a book on my own. I don’t need a teacher to do it for me. 
Boring classes fall under this category.  
 3. The teacher doesn’t seem to care—some teachers don’t notice 
when you’re absent. In general, they seem to care little about you. In 
some cases this is a result of teachers having too many students to keep 
track of (again, directly related to overcrowding). 
 These concerns are valid, and I think the administration realizes 
this. However, because of bureaucracy and political reasons at the city-
wide level, they aren’t able to publicly voice this to the students.  As a 
result, students see the administration as an enemy, but fail to realize that 
the rules they enforcing are city-wide. 
 This letter is directed at everyone: students, Wilbur Cross’s 
administration, the superintendent and his office. Students need to take an 
active role in lobbying for our concerns. Right now students are voting 
with their feet: class isn’t working for many people and they’re showing 
this by not going. This is one way to express discontent, but unless the 
administration sees us acting maturely, there is no reason for them to 
consider giving us more freedom. However, the administration in turn 
should actively work with students to try to make school a more pleasant 
place. Perhaps it’s time for Wilbur Cross to institute an open campus 
policy, which would allow them to better monitor who comes in and out 
of the school (skipping happens anyway and denying it isn’t making us 
safer). 
 The administration cares about our welfare, but they need to do a 
better job of showing this. As students are shown respect,  they will show 
respect in return. High school is supposed to prepare us for life, and being 
pushed and prodded like cattle doesn’t breed motivated citizens, rather it 
breeds unhappiness and disillusionment with learning. We need to be 
given real choices about how we learn, whether it is in the classroom all 
the time or not.               

-Anonymous
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OPINION
Clinton and Obama: Agents of 
Change or Agents of Old-Style 
Politics?
           The recent Pennsylvania primary was the most expensive, the 
most protracted, and perhaps one of the most contentious primary 
contests in recent political history. The stakes were high in this election: a 
victory for Barack Obama would have virtually secured his position as 
the presumptive nominee for the Democratic election; for Clinton the 
victory rejuvenated the legitimacy she needs to keep fighting. This 
situation leaves the Democratic Party with a unique dilemma. If Clinton 
maintains her momentum and is somehow—despite all odds— able to 
obtain the presidential nomination, then several Obama supporters may 
perceive that the nomination was usurped dishonestly. The disunion and 
anger this would cause may make many liberal voters more susceptible to 
the increasing appeal of John McCain. However, many of Clinton’s 
supporters—who are a massive and formidable force to be reckoned with
—already perceive that Obama’s string of victories have been gained 
unfairly.
 Many political analysts have claimed that the protracted contest 
between Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama won’t harm the Democratic 
Party, that regardless of which candidate wins, the rest of the party will 
inevitably coalesce around the nominee. This 
view is not necessarily the case. For one thing, 
the reputation of both candidates has taken a 
substantial beating in the past couple of 
weeks.  Barack Obama—once viewed as a 
shining beacon amidst the darkness of petty 
politics—has convinced many voters that his 
rhetoric of “change” and “transformation” are 
the same lies politicians have always made. 
Moreover, his sudden fall from grace has 
caused voters to question whether he is strong 
enough to face the enormous obstacles that 
face the next president. Hillary Clinton—
formerly the inevitable nominee for the 
presidency—is viewed as a person willing to 
do anything to get elected. Unlike earlier in the 
election, many Clinton supporters voice that 
they would not support Obama in the general 
election—and vice-versa. But regardless of 
whether or not this nomination process hurts 
Democrats in the general election, it is 
certainly not good for the American people.
 Unfortunately, this election has 
focused primarily on whether or not his pastor 
is patriotic, whether or not she had to dodge 
bullets in Bosnia, whether or not he's black 
enough, whether or not she's masculine 
enough, how much makeup she is or isn't 
wearing or whether his tie matches the rest of 
his suit. To make things even worse, both 
candidates seem to present themselves as the 
alternatives to the neoconservative agenda, yet 
at the same time, both seem eager to be the 
outdo the other.  “As president, I’ll 
INVADE  Pakistan!” shouts one; “I’m going to 
OBLITERATE Iran,” clamors the other. 
 Ordinarily, this sort of divisiveness 
wouldn’t matter. However,  this is the most 

important presidential election in the nation’s recent history—arguably it 
is among the most crucial in the history of the modern world. The 
ramifications of this election are as unprecedented as they are historical, 
both domestic and international. Voters are turning up at the polling 
booths in record numbers; people throughout the world are waiting 
anxiously to see where the tide of this election will take them. American 
citizens as well as well as enemies and allies abroad understand that this 
election may very well alter the course of human events.   There are 
serious issues at hand that are important to the American people: we are 
on the verge of a recession some economists are comparing to the Great 
Depression; there remains an ever-growing gap between the citizens who 
have and those who consistently have not; we are mired in a war that has 
not only lead to the deaths of thousands but has also destroyed our 
country’s moral authority throughout the world.  
 The fact remains, this country is full of politicians. We’re 
suffocating in them; what we really need are leaders who place the needs 
of their constituency above their own prestige and advancement. Thus, 
the question remains: are Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, and John 
McCain truly leaders or are they all adherents to the same age-old legacy 
of deceit,  broken promises and manipulation? One way or the other, the 
next few months will determine more than who will ascend to the White 
House—it will determine whether that historically-abused word “change” 
is merely another political ploy or if the much-needed transformation is 
really about to come to this country.
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sports
Oh, What a Season!
Boys' Basketball: undefeated regular season, ranked #1 in the state, SCC champions, Jesse Pittman MVP of SCC Tourney, state tournament 
quarterfinalists, Markus Wright: 1st Team All State, All Area, averaged 19 ppg, 13 rpg, 4 rpg; Jesse Pittman: All State Honorable Mention, 16 ppg, 
7 rpg, 5 apg; other graduating: Dennis Norford, Jr. , Anthony (“Tiger”) Bethea

Girls Basketball: new coach, winning season, state tournament semifinalists
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Oh, What a Cheering Section!
Stand up and cheer for Cross! We are standing up!
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EXTRAS 
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